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Right now, it may seem like graduation is a long, long time from now. It may seem like you’ll 

never be able to leave, and your last day of high school is so far away. It isn’t. Next year, for 

some of you, will be your last. And for the rest of you, it may be your last year without a 

completely full, jam-packed schedule. Enjoy these last years before having to grow up. 

I know some people may not like me or each other, and that’s okay. You are not obligated to 

like everyone you meet. I also know some of you will not want to listen to me or anything I 

have to say. That is your choice, but I seriously think it is in your best interest to listen to 

everything you don’t want to hear. 

Take advantage of what you have right now.  Don’t waste high school wishing you could just 

be done with it. One day very soon, you’ll start the beginning of your senior year, and it’ll feel 

like you were 14 just last year, coming into high school for the first time. You have some of 

the best teachers here. They may not be your favorite, but you can learn a lot from them. In 

some cases, it may be what not to do, but they do give great advice. That being said, I’m sorry 

for all of you that never got the chance to have Mrs. Craig or Mrs. Will as a teacher. They are 

some of the best out there. Mrs. Patrick is awesome, too. 

Treasure these things (while you still have them): Your friends, staying up late and sleeping in, 

and your free time. Soon, there will come a time where you might not have any of them. 

Don’t spend all your life working, and especially not at a job you hate. Spend as much time as 

you can with those you value, because people will pass away, friends will go off to college, 

and you will live your own life. Sleeping in is great, but don’t forget to watch the sunrise and 

hear the birds chirp in the early mornings. Seize the day, every single day. 



Be happy. And be relentless in your happiness. Don’t let other people irritate you or bring you 

down. It took me 18 years to find this out, but I want you to know it sooner, because it is the 

truth. Others do not dictate your happiness. Let the little things go, and be generous with 

your kindness and forgiveness. Your head will be clearer for it. 

Appreciate everything you have, pet some dogs, drink water, don’t hold grudges, listen to 

each other. You will learn more in senior year English than any other class. Take care of your 

body. Mental health comes before school, always. Don’t be in a relationship just to be in a 

relationship; it is so much more rewarding to wait until you are actually ready. Everything you 

need in life is right outside of your comfort zone. Don’t ever forget where and why you 

started. Good grades are important (don’t forget to apply for scholarships!) but they are not 

everything. Do what you want to do, not what others want for you. “You are only confined by 

the walls you build yourself.” Make friends with everyone you can. Worrying  about things 

that have already happened is pointless, and worrying about things that may or may not 

happen, or things that you have no control over, is pointless as well. 

Hug your parents, your grandparents, your great-grandparents, your best friend, your not-so-

much best friend, and your dog. Smile at strangers; it might brighten their day. Have fun at 

homecoming and prom, and please go to both your senior year. Dance your heart out, sing at 

the top of your lungs, even if you don’t know the words, and have the time of your life. You 

only get it once. Travel as far and as often as possible, and enjoy the natural wonders, 

including yourself. Don’t spend all your time on the internet. Respect your elders and your 

youngers. Don’t count the days if you’re excited to graduate, but if the feeling is bittersweet, 

count them down to make them count. Recycle; there’s no planet B. Don’t take life too 

seriously, and enjoy it while you’re here. You may lose all your motivation, but you have to 

keep moving, no matter how slow. Treat others how you want to be treated. Be patient and 

always be kind. Things take time. 

This school has given us so many memories, and for that, we say thank you. From the 

graduating class of 2019, thanks to all the teachers, parents, and friends who have shaped us. 

“It’s time to say goodbye, but I think goodbyes are sad and I’d much rather say hello. Hello to 

a new adventure.” -Ernie Harwell 




